
GLORIOUS GARDENS: EXPLORING OUR HIDDEN GARDENS AND FORGOTTEN LANDSCAPES 

A guide to researching and recording 

 

Ready to research a Glorious Gardens property?  Here's a step-by-step reminder of how to proceed. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.  Start the Site Form 

This is where you start pulling together the main pieces of information about the property. 

a) Go to http://northlight-heritage.co.uk/ggardens and log in, or create an account if you haven't 

already.  (NB:  Currently - as of December 2015 - the site is having problems registering new users so 

for now, instead of creating a new account, please enter Username: TestUser / Password: 

cleghorn2015). 

b) Click on Add Content and then Site Level Record. 

c) Fill in all the information you can under Name & Location, Ownership & Occupancy and Access. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Research the archaeological databases and statutory designations 

Gather information about what features at the property are recorded in the NMRS and/or have statutory 

protection, if any.  This may seem laborious, but it will build up a thorough picture of what is already known 

of the archaeology and built heritage and any protection it has.  If you copy and paste into the fields it will 

build up quickly. 

PASTMAP: 

a) Go to www.pastmap.org.uk and zoom in to your property. 

b) On the Overlay panel to the right, tick to activate the categories one by one and then click on the dots 

that appear on the property.  When the information panel appears, click to Read full details at: 

Historic Scotland, RCAHMS, etc. 

c) Copy (Ctrl C) and paste (Ctrl V) the designation, description, designation ID, url, date, etc into the fields 

on the Site Form. 

On the Overlay panel, work through Listed Buildings, Canmore, Scheduled Monuments, Gardens and 

Designed Landscapes, Conservation Areas, Inventory Battlefields and World Heritage Sites.   

As a general rule, each of the dots that appear for each of these categories should have an entry under 

'Designations' on the Site Form - so if there are three listed buildings at a property, there should be three 

items on the form with that designation, all shown as having statutory protection.  If there are five dots 

shown on Canmore, there should be five entries on your form for National Monuments Record of Scotland, 

all shown has having no statutory protection. 

 

http://northlight-heritage.co.uk/ggardens
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SNH: 

a) Go to the Scottish Natural Heritage website http://www.snh.gov.uk/publications-data-and-

research/snhi-information-service/map/.    

b) Type in the property name or zoom in to it.  On the green panel to the left of the interactive map, click 

the Places tab and tick All Protected Areas to see any parts that have natural heritage protection.   

c) If there are any, add them as designations to the Site Form too. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Research the historic maps 

This step will get you on familiar terms with your property and its development like nothing else.  It's really 

important to do this before you do any field recording.  Otherwise you'll find yourself trying to figure out 

many things that may be obvious through the map regression analysis, or you might miss or wrongly 

interpret some features in the field.  For some of the properties, the maps are the most detailed source of 

information we have. 

PRE-ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS: 

a) Go to http://maps.nls.uk/counties/index.html and select Lanarkshire, West Lothian or Stirlingshire. 

b) Work through the maps from earliest to latest - especially (depending on the area) Pont, Blaeu, Adair, 

Roy, Forrest and Grassom.  For each, click on the name and then follow the online links to zoom in. 

c) For each map, note down the mapmaker, date, title, source ID and, where applicable, the sheet 

number.  

d) Note the spelling of the property's name and any features shown - houses, churches, settlements, 

orchards, enclosures, woodland, mills, etc.   

e) Note the overall layout of the property.  It will often change through time as the estate is reorganised 

by different owners, so keep an eye on this especially. 

f) As you move through time from earliest to latest, note what has changed from the previous map. 

g) Save an image of each map:  Right-click on the image, choose Save Image As.... and stash it on your 

PC. 

h) Enter this information onto the Site Form under 'Sources' - one entry for each map - and upload the 

image.  

It can sometimes be difficult to find the exact spot, especially on Pont.  Try using river bends, coastline 

features and nearby place names to locate it; for example, work upriver from Lanark or downriver from 

Stirling.  You'll find a guide to Pont's symbols and abbreviations at  http://maps.nls.uk/pont/symbols.html 

ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS: 

For these much more detailed maps, use the Geo-referenced Overlays option on the NLS website.  This is 

where you will start to get a real grip on the layout of the designed landscape.   

a) Go to http://maps.nls.uk and click on Geo-referenced overlays towards the bottom left. 
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1. Select a category:   
 

Scotland 

2. Select a map / map series:   OS Six Inch, 1843-1882 
 OS Six Inch, 1888-1913 
 OS 25 Inch, 1892-1905 
 Air Photos, 1944-1950 

 

b) Select the maps/photos in turn and zoom into the property.  As a general rule, the core designed 

landscape is shaded light grey on the early OS maps, although you should also look at the wider 

landscape context of agricultural fields, shelter belts, farmsteads, service drives and so on that 

surround it. 

c) Note the name, sheet number and dates of survey and publication (shown at the bottom right). 

d) For each map, work systematically from one side of the property to the other and make a list of its 

principal components, their general character and their key elements.  Use the Glorious Gardens 

components list as a prompt for what to look for in terms of the landscape's organisation: 

 archaeological features  burial grounds/graveyards 

 drives and approaches  policy woodland 

 industrial features  policy parkland 

 kitchen garden/walled 
garden/orchard  residential buildings 

 pleasure drives/walks  services  

 pleasure grounds/gardens  vistas 
   

e) Make a list of the components you observe:  this will eventually become your guide to the field survey, 

although any components that no longer exist will end up being crossed off the field list. 

f) Come up with individual nicknames for the components, like Southwest Parkland or East Woodland; 

these will be easier to remember than the component IDs that will be automatically generated in the 

field (though the latter are vital for organising the records and must be cross-referenced).   

g) As you note the make-up of different components, use the Change transparency of overlay slider 

(bottom of the left-hand panel) to compare the historic map to the present.  To do this, you click on 

the blue circle, hold down the mouse button and slide it to the left; the map or aerial photo will 

gradually fade to show the modern satellite image.  Against your list of components, note any changes 

from the map's date to today. 

h) Do this with each map of usable scale (generally six inch or 25 inch) and the aerial photos.  For each, 

note what's changed from the previous map. 

i) Save an image of the map:  click the dark blue Full screen tab at the bottom left and zoom in or out to 

show the full extent of the designed landscape.  Right-click on the image and choose Save Image As.... 

j) Enter this information onto the Site Form under 'Sources' - one for each map - and upload the image.  

The second edition and later 25-inch OS maps, which are extremely useful, aren't available as geo-

referenced layers on the NLS site.  To see these, go to http://maps.nls.uk/, click on County Maps and then 

select the county and scroll down to this series.   

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3.  Research other online sources 

Work through other key online and library sources, listed on the Online Resources Handout, as your research 

takes you.  Not all of them will have relevant information, but SCRAN, NCAP and Scotland’s Places are worth 

checking as a minimum.  For these three, log in with username:  gloriousgardens.scot@gmail.com and 

password:  gardens.  Record your findings under 'Sources' - one entry for each document or photo. 

SCRAN http://www.scran.ac.uk/ 

Scotland’s Places http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/ 

NCAP - National Collection of Aerial Photography http://ncap.org.uk/ 

Scottish Screen Archive http://ssa.nls.uk/ 

Dictionary of Scottish Architects http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/ 

British Newspaper Archive http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Archive and library research 

The extent of additional documentary research will depend on the property, and by now you'll have some 

sense of what else is out there.   

LIBRARIES: 

As a rule, make sure you: 

a) Consult The Statistical Accounts of Scotland (Old: 1791-99 and New: 1834-45).  The authors knew the 

local landed gentry well and were keen to big up their parish with descriptions of its grand houses and 

estates, so the accounts often have useful bits of information on the properties and relevant family 

histories.   It's available in libraries and online via EDINA (restricted or subscription-based access).  

b) For Falkirk, have a look at William Nimmo's The History of Stirlingshire and John Penney's A 

topographical and historical account of Linlithgowshire for depictions of the counties in the late 18th 

to early 19th centuries.  The Falkirk Local History Society website 

(www.falkirklocalhistorysociety.co.uk) has loads of useful information and you can contact them with 

specific questions. 

c) For the CAVLP area, Irving & Murray’s Upper Ward of Lanarkshire (1864) and W Davidson's History of 

Lanark (1828) are both worth checking for relevant information. 

ARCHIVES: 

Search online catalogues by the name of property, name(s) of owner(s) and any other terms which have 

arisen through your research so far.   

a) Search the online catalogue of the National Records of Scotland: 

http://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/nrsonlinecatalogue/search.aspx 
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b) Search the National Register of Archives for Scotland:  

http://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/nrasregister/search.aspx 

c) Search the Scottish Archives Network: 

http://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/scancatalogue/search.aspx  

d) Search the National Library of Scotland's catalogues for other material:  http://www.nls.uk/ (select 

Search catalogues and resources under search box at top right of home page - then sort the results by 

date (oldest) to avoid having to plough through modern planning applications. 

e) These catalogues will list any material you can access online and show other material that it may be 

worth examining in person, such as estate plans, garden plans, receipts and letters.   

f) Visit the local archives - Callendar House for Falkirk and Lanark Library and Museum for CAVLP - and 

find out what they have. 

g) For any documents or images that contain relevant information, note down the archive, catalogue 

number (including identifiers for bundle, page, frame, etc as appropriate) and the key information. 

h) Enter the information into the Site Form under 'Key Events & Sources' - one entry for each source. 

Keep in mind that, for some of these properties, you could spend years going through estate papers for 

clues!  It might be worthwhile in research terms, but we are aiming to establish a baseline level of 

knowledge rather than conduct an exhaustive study.  So it's about striking a balance between a reasonably 

thorough search and not spending too much time on it.   

Remember too that we want to find out mainly about the development of the designed landscape.  Things 

like family history and changing agricultural practices will have bearings on that, but they aren't the main 

event.  If an archive contains lots of potentially interesting information that isn't directly relevant to this 

project, please do make a note of its location as a guide to future research. 

If you're in doubt about how much to record, the Glorious Gardens Mauldslie report should provide a guide 

and Lorna can give advice. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Survey 

You've completed at least some of the research outlined above -  steps 1, 2 and 3 as a minimum and ideally 

some or all of step 4 - and you're ready to record in the field. 

THE RECORDING SYSTEM: 

The recording system is designed to help you capture the right level of information - neither too much nor 

too little - about what is there on the ground now in comparison to what was there in the past.   

It has three main aspects: 

 Component Form (using the tablet) to quickly capture essential information - location, type of 

component, date/time recorded, key elements and informal photos (4-5).  Although there are fields 

for notes on the tablets, these are mainly for use when the weather is too poor for writing on the 

Component Notes form.  Otherwise, don't worry about filling them in. 

 Component Notes (using paper form) to create a picture of what the component is like today.  You'll 

record:  
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1. Its present character, by noting  how it is laid out, how its key elements sit in relation to each other 

and any evidence for how it was designed and/or been altered through time - so you will need to 

know the historic maps really well in order to interpret this! 

2. Its relationship to the wider designed landscape and adjacent components, by noting how its 

function and access relate to other components and any designed vistas. 

3. Observations on its condition and any threats. 

 Photographs (using the DSLR camera) to record key elements and vistas, examples of threats and poor 

condition, and general views of each component - five at most as a general rule. 

The system is broken down by component to create a consistent structure for recording and make it more 

manageable - but it is somewhat artificial and is not meant to be rigid.  Don't fret if there seems to be 

overlap or repetition between some components, or if you're not sure where things fit - for example, are 

pleasure walks that run through policy woodland a separate component?  (Yes, but it's not the end of the 

world if they're recorded as part of the woodland!)  As a general rule, components are areas or features that 

played different parts in the overall design, but sometimes they are intertwined or closely linked with others. 

BEFORE YOU GO: 

 Have a list of components and key features that still exist or for which there might be traces, which 

you identified through the map regression analysis, using the transparency slider to check the modern 

satellite photos.  This will be your guide for what to look for on the ground  (though of course there 

may be surprises too!).   

 Mark these components on a print-out of an OS map. 

 Have printed copies of the key historic maps (especially Roy and the OS series) - or copy the saved 

images of them onto your tablet for reference; we can advise how to do this if you're not sure). 

 Choose a date and make contact with the landowner.  Lorna will have let you know his/her contact 

details and receptiveness to field visits, but if in any doubt check with her first.   

 Pack plenty of Component Notes forms, Photo Record forms, pencils and rubbers. 

 Check the tablet and camera are charged, pack your lunch, put on your wellies and go! 

IN THE FIELD: 

 Your map research will have helped you get a good overall sense of the property.  Consolidate this 

with an initial recce - on foot or wheels - armed with the most detailed OS map available, on which 

you can draw the outlines of components and scribble their nicknames. 

 Work systematically through your list of components.  As a general rule of thumb you should complete 

the recording of one before you move on the next.  But sometimes it will make more sense to think 

about them in tandem and record them in clusters as you go along - for example, where a service 

drive leads through policy woodland. 

 Talk through your observations and interpretations as a team.  You'll find you notice different things, 

so combining your intellects will result in excellent records! 

 If you are working in pairs, each person should be responsible for different aspects of recording.  For 

example, one could enter the tablet information, take photos and note them on the Photo Record, 

and the other could write the Component Notes and draw sketches.  If there's a third team member, 

he or she could take and record the DSLR photos.   
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 On the Component Notes form, write each component's nickname beside its automatically generated 

ID.   

 Also record how components and key elements as they are today compare to how they are depicted 

on the early OS maps  - these are vital clues to their development! 

 Identify the main planted features present in each component as best as you can - noting the 

presence of species (native and non-native) on the tablet and then adding notes on their positions, 

condition, etc on the Component Notes form.  If you have an iPhone, LeafSnap UK is an excellent free 

app produced by the Natural History Museum which uses leaf recognition software to identify 156 

species; unfortunately, it's not yet available for Android phones or tablets.  We also hope to get a tree 

expert to visit the properties with you in due course as part of the training. 

 Remember:  while you need to be systematic, this is not an exhaustive survey.  Observe as much as 

you can and respond to all the recording prompts, but don't worry about capturing every detail - just 

those that are relevant to understanding how the designed landscape developed. 

Finally:  your notes and sketches will probably be messy and disjointed with lots of afterthoughts and cross-

referencing.  This is normal!  Keep a separate notebook for general and miscellaneous observations.  When 

you enter the information from the Component Notes online, you'll have a chance to re-order it and tidy it 

up.   

Please hang on to your notes after you've entered the information.  They'll become part of the project 

archive and we'll want to keep them.    

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Writing the report 

This is where you'll pull the results of your work together into an account of the development of the 

designed landscape.  We will provide a template to make the writing as straightforward as possible, along 

with guidelines on referencing sources. 

Give us feedback 

If you spot errors in these guidelines as you put them to use, or if other things occur to you that we could 

add, please let us know.  

Need help? 

We are here to help!  

If you have questions or want to discuss any aspect of the work, please drop us an email or call:  Lorna on 

linnes@yorkat.co.uk / 07432.694.181 in the first instance, and Olivia on olelong@yorkat.co.uk / 

07432.694.178 if Lorna's not available.  We'll be joining you in the field as you progress and as time and 

weather permit, to help with queries and make sure all is going smoothly.   

The handouts on using online resources, historic  maps and ODK Collect contain further guidance, so don't 

forget to refer to them too. 

In the meantime, here's to some great days out and some fascinating discoveries! 


