
The Natural Places Programme is training course for 

teachers, aimed at developing professional practice in 

outdoor learning.  

In 2015/16 we have teamed up with Clyde and Avon Valley 

Partnership and South Lanarkshire Council to offer 15 places. Our 

context for learning is the local Clyde and Avon valleys. 

As teachers are now expected to plan and lead ‘regular and 

progressive outdoor learning experiences’, the use of local places 

removes a number of barriers such as cost, time and location 

knowledge. Local venues offer an increased opportunity for 

partnership and access to resources. 

Using these places, rich in learning possibilities, we also socially 

and emotionally connect our learners with the places and topics. In 

recent years we have come to understand that connection with 

‘place’ needs to come before we learn about the bigger social and 

environmental issues we face as society. 

The course is suitable predominantly for second and third level 

teachers from South Lanarkshire schools. 

 

By the end of the year, you will: 

 Better understand place responsive and enquiry led outdoor 

learning. 

 Have a greater knowledge of the learning opportunities offered 

by the culture, history, geography, nature and people of the 

Clyde and Avon valley. 

 Have led a number of visits with learners. 

 Feel inspired, and find ways to  overcome barriers, to incorporate 

these experiences into long term planning in your school. 

 Developed and shared new resources. This may include individual 

lessons, field work trips, residential trips or new topics. 

 

This course is built upon Stirling Universities ‘Teaching in Nature’ 

and Edinburgh Universities ‘Outdoor Journeys’ courses, plus 

Grounds for Learning’s own experiences leading similar courses for 

nearly 20 years. Successful participants will also be recommended 

for Professional Recognition in outdoor learning by GTCS.  

 

To apply for a place on the course, please read over and book via 

the council CPD booking system. Speak to Matt Robinson at GfL for 

more information on 01786 465 934 or mrobinson@ltl.org.uk 

Outdoor Journeys, Clyde and Avon Valley 

Starts Autumn 2015 



Teaching in Nature training programme 

Year Timetable 

What will happen? 

 

Registration – August 2015  

 

Monday and Tuesday 19th &20th October 2015 

An introductory session, including journeys around the Clyde valley, introductory activities, 

place responsive and enquiry led outdoor learning. Start planning opportunities for learning. 

Accommodation overnight will be in a simple hostel at New Larnark. Overnight food and 

refreshments provided. 

 

November—personal visits to potential site(s) , planning and permissions 

 

November 27th 2015—Share planning, revisit enquiry led questions, collaborate on further 

planning and sharing 

 

November —begin planning learner visits, outcomes and start personal planning.  

November —April—Visits with learners. Supported sessions are available, as are shared visits 

and resources. A minimum of two visits with a class. 

 

April 22nd 2016 —Sharing of learning and resources within department, school or cluster. 

Production of resources to be shared by South Lanarkshire schools 

 

May 9th  2016 

A full day reflecting on learning and sharing experiences. Planning of resources and 

sustainable outcomes through sharing. 

 

June 2016 Evaluation of the Teaching in Nature programme and outcomes. GTCS celebratory 

event. 

 

Summer 2016 Publication of resources to South Lanarkshire schools. 

GTCS Professional Recognition in Outdoor Learning is available through participation in this 

programme, that will support your professional update. Find out more at gtcs.org.uk/

professional-update 

 


