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Designers Martin Campbell and Zoe Pearson have worked in 
collaboration with icecream architecture to create unique  hand 
crafted signposts, stiles, gates and resting spaces throughout 
Glassford Parish. A number of these have been specifically sited 
to open up a new walking route to the Glassford stones. 

[1.] ‘a parish of rich soils’

[2.] ‘On-high bearing’

In 1792 Hugh Mitchell described Glassford as a parish of rich soil, the fields were recorded as a light loam, with some of strong clay. 
Other habitats were described as barron and mossy. To the east and north coal and lime were extracted and to the west good quality 
peat. In later records (1835) 440 acres of moss were recorded within the 5598 acres of the parish.

Glassford is 212 metres above sea-level. This gives the village exceptional views of Tinto Hill, Lanarkshire and beyond. 
Numerous wind turbines populate the horizon and pylons strike a line through Avondale. In the 1951 statistical account of 
Glassford it read that ‘because of the elevation of its village, it is commonplace to talk of Glassford people being high up 
in the world’ this was in reference to the local pride felt by inhabitants.

[3.] ‘unlettered stones yet on them we may read’  
Extract from the poem ‘The Three Stones of Avonholm’ written by Julia Fraser, early resident at Avonholm. The B-listed 
Mansion House (built in 1808) sits in a section of gorge between Glassford and Stonehouse and is the lowest lying house 
in the parish. The (three) stones referred overlook the house from the hillside above and remain something of a mystery. 
Do they mark an ancient burial site hallmarked by the 19 old yew tree’s as Julia believed? The collection of 19th century 
burial slabs are arranged around the three east facing stones, marking the graves of Julia Fraser (1819-1890), her 
husband James Young Struthers (1801-1887) and pet dogs. 

[5.] ‘Keeping hand & foot steady in time’

[4.] ‘a Skylark road’ 
A colloquial name for Hunterlees road as refered to by a local couple. During the breeding season these small brown birds sing from 
dawn to dusk with a spectacular flight display. Today they are on the red list for species in dramatic population decline.

Between the 1750’s and 1790’s the population of Glassford grew from 559 to 788 as a result of the weaving industry. 
There were 36 looms in the village; 12 cotton and 24 linen. In 1835 Glassford had 59 heads of families; 31 weavers; 
19 labourers; two blacksmiths; a tailor; a post; a baker; a grocer; a teacher; a mason and a quarrier. The houses on 
Miller street were built as weavers cottages, with earth floors to keep the thread moist. The village was punctuated by 
the sound of looms ‘clacking’ and the anvil being ‘struck’.

[7.] ‘They grew potatoes, turnips & cabbages’ 
Extract from Hugh Mitchells’ 1792 historical account of Glassford. These crops were mostly used to feed cattle. School log books from 
the 1800’s note that at times many children were absent due to ‘potato planting.’ By 1835 the crops were recorded as much the same 
with the inclusion of a ‘bit of wheat.’ From 1596 Glassford had a mill for oats and corn, another was constructed in 1833 making flour.

[8.] ‘An underground escape route’ 
Local knowledge refers to a mysterious underground tunnel leading from Hallhill House (now a B-listed farmhouse) 
to Muirburn House (now in ruins). Hallhill House is built on the site of the former Glassford Castle, a strong fort 
which could house 100 soldiers. Stone reclaimed from the castle may have been used for other local buildings.

These artworks are part of ‘Make Your Way’, a project encouraging 
walking and cycling whilst linking with local rich heritage.
icecream architecture have delivered this project on behalf 
of South Lanarkshire Council and Clyde and Avon Valley 
Landscape Partnership.

With particular thanks to; Hugh McCaw for his kind permission and assistance with developing the route to the Stones; Ewan 
Allinson for his work and engagement with people and the heritage of the village through his artist Residency; John Young for 
sharing so much of his local history research and the work in his book ‘The Glessart’; Staff and children at Glassford Primary and 
residents in the village for their significant input into the wider project. 

For more information and to explore the routes: www.clydeandavonvalley.org


