
Timber Felling and Extraction at Chatelherault: August 2017 

FORESTRY OPERATIONS ARE DANGEROUS!  Large 
machines will be working in this area for two weeks, 
starting in early August. Warning signs will be placed 
to let visitors know when and where operations are 
taking place.  For your own safety, please do not 
use paths that have been closed to allow forestry 
operations. 

The area in green on the map shows the conifer trees that 
are to be felled.  About 800 tonnes of timber will be taken 
out along the track marked by a hashed purple line.  A 
number of popular footpaths run through this area and 
these will have to be closed as work progresses .  Diversion 
signs will be put up to guide visitors safely around the area. 
We apologise for the inconvenience but the work is 
necessary for the long term protection of this historic 
landscape and its wildlife.   

The felling of the conifers will dramatically change the landscape across Avon Gorge.  Because of the rich, ancient forest soils at 
Chatelherault the natural woodland will regenerate quickly.  This photograph shows a former conifer block at Chatelherault that was 
felled in 2005.  After only five summers the area was covered with young woodland. 

Tree felling work will be taking place at 
Chatelherault During August 2017.  For your safety, 
some paths will have to be closed while timber 
operations are in progress.  Further information can 
be found in the park visitor centre. 
 
The work is expected to take two weeks and will 
start at the beginning of August. 

Forwarder vehicles 
will carry timber to a 
safe stacking area on 
the site of the 
former garden 
centre.  It will then 
be collected by 
timber lorries for 
transport to the 
sawmill.     
 

Forest Operations
Danger – Path Closed

Large machinery is operating in this area 

and trees are being felled.  For your own 

safety: 

DO NOT PASS THIS BARRIER
This work will continue until _________

The Hunting lodge at Chatelherault was designed to take advantage of 
the magnificent views across the Avon Gorge.  The photograph above 
was taken about thirty years ago, before American western hemlock 
trees had grown up and obscured the view. Removing the exotic 
conifers and restoring native woodland will restore this unique 
landscape for future generations.  The giant redwood trees will not be 
harmed! 

Plantations of spruce and other conifers, produce fast growing timber 
and are the basis of Scotland’s forestry industry. Today, however, 
nobody would think of felling ancient, native woods to replace them 
with a commercial plantation.  Our ancient broad-leaved woodlands 
support many thousands of species of plants and animals and are an 
irreplaceable part of our landscape and heritage. 
 
Across Scotland work is underway to restore ancient, native woods 
that have been planted over with commercial conifers.  Chatelherault 
is one of the largest of these Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites 
(PAWS) in  southern Scotland and is a key part of the complex of 
ancient woods in the Clyde and Avon valleys.   


